
Digital learning is off to a flying start at Guadalupe Centers Elementary School!   We are so happy to see students 
engaging in learning with the support of their families and connecting with their teachers too! Each week on Monday 
morning we will continue to update lessons, which will now be housed on our school digital learning website: https://
sites.google.com/guadalupecenters.org/gces/home. Continue to check the Infinite Campus Parent Portal and our 
school’s Facebook page for ongoing updates as well.  
While this new style of teaching and learning is new for students and teachers, we also recognize that it is new for 
families too!  Here are a few tips for at-home learning:  

1. Limit distraction 
You should limit their use of their devices, other than what is needed to complete their work, until their 
schoolwork is done. If you choose, you can allow your child to play on a device during a designated break, 
but make them aware that they only have a limited amount of time until they need to get back to work. 

2. Make space for learning 
Your children will achieve their best work in a quiet, comfortable, and dedicated space that is strictly 
devoted to learning. This space should be a different set-up than where they normally play games or watch 
television.  

3. Don’t underestimate the power of a schedule  
A schedule, for your child’s work, is extremely important. To start, experts recommend keeping them on the 
same or similar sleeping schedule that they have when they are going into school. Help them write a 
schedule for not only each day, but each week, as well. Having a clear vision of what is expected of your 
child will help them see that just because they are home does not mean they don’t have work to do. 
Experts recommend helping them prioritize and learn to create goals, tasks, and deadlines, just like adults 
do when they go to work.  

4. Maintain breaks such as snack time and recess 
Routines and schedules are extremely important for children at school, and this is no different in their at-
home school. Children will function best if they maintain their routine as close to normal as possible. 
Setting alarms similar to those they would encounter at school can be helpful for keeping them on a 
schedule. Around lunch time, encourage them to get up, get some fresh air, go for a walk or bike ride, or 
have a snack so that they are not sedentary for the entire day. 

5. Allow them to interact with friends via video chats  
Your children are used to lots of social contact at school, so they will definitely feel the effects of being 
distanced from them even after a few days. While it might not be safe for your kids to see their friends in 
person, you should allow them to interact with them online, beyond social media or text messaging. If 
your child does  not regularly video chat with their friends, you can speak with other parents to set up a 
video chat playdate. 

6. Mix screen time with old school learning mediums  
Overuse of screen time can have adverse impacts on young brains, so it’s important to mix it up during a time like this. It’s likely that your 
children will want to continue to use a screen of some sort during their breaks from doing work, so it’s important to limit screen time by 
mixing in other mediums as well. As much as possible, parents should encourage print and book reading. 

7. Keep in touch with other parents  
Social distancing is important during this time, but staying in touch with others via virtual communication is very important too. Each parent 
that has a child home is going to be going through a new experience. Check in with other parents to see what they’ve found effective, and 
ask if they need help as well. 

8.  Don’t let your children treat this as a vacation 
This time at home might feel like a vacation for your child, but it’s important to remind them that their education 
still comes first. Obligations like class assignments aren’t going away just because classes have moved online. 

9. Remember to schedule time for fun 
While this is most certainly not a vacation, it’s important to have some fun with your children while they are at 
home. It’s rare that you have this much time with your children, so use it as an opportunity to bond. Experts 
recommend organizing family card games, charades, or chess, or getting outside for a hike or walk together. 

Adapted from: https://www.theladders.com/career-advice/tips-for-parents-online-learning-with-children

April Soberon, Principal  

Events 

6-10 - Virtual Spirit 
Week 

6-Technology 
Support  9:30-12:30 

13-Technology 
Support 12-4pm 

15-30 - Scholastic 
Virtual Book fair 

27-Tentative return to 
school  

ISSUE 6, VOLUME 2 APRIL 1, 2020

   The Aztec Voice 
      Guadalupe Centers Elementary

https://sites.google.com/guadalupecenters.org/gces/home
https://sites.google.com/guadalupecenters.org/gces/home


Kindergarten News 
Kindergarten is still working hard.  Be sure to check the 
lesson plans for video lesson from all of the Kindergarten 
teachers.  In math, we are learning about teen numbers 
and counting higher and higher.  In reading, we are still 
working on using characters, setting, and problem/
solution to talk about main ideas.  Keep reading 
whatever you can and practicing through the applications 
on the lesson plan.  Let the teachers know if you need 
any help! 

First Grade News 
First graders  has made the transition to virtual  
learning.  In reading, we are working on identifying the 
main idea of a passage or story. During our online 
lessons, we have created videos where our teachers read 
different passages and books and walk through how to 
identify the main idea.  In math, we are working on 
shapes. We are working on learning how to identify the 

different shapes. First grade team wants to express how 
much we miss our students. Thank you for being so 
flexible and understanding during this time.   

Second Grade News 
"Hello second grade families! The second grade teachers 
are missing their students very much. We hope that you 
are able to access what we have been sending digitally, 
but most importantly we are so grateful for your patience 
and understanding.  During the month of April, we will 
send digital plans that incorporate author's purpose and 
foundations of multiplication and division. Please 
remember to stay healthy and safe! Let your second 
grade teachers know if you have any questions or 
concerns. Hope to see you soon!” 

 APRIL 1, 2020

COUNSELOR CORNER  
 During this time of uncertainty, we want to thank you, our amazing families, for 
your ongoing support for our students! We know that this is a difficult time and 
we appreciate all that you do! We have sent out tips for families to use when 
helping students process their feelings around recent events. These may be a 
helpful guide for navigating uncomfortable conversations. We also plan to send 
out social-emotional lessons in the coming weeks to help students cope with any 
feelings they may be having. Please check the counselor’s tab in the new e-
learning website https://sites.google.com/guadalupecenters.org/gces/
home for our office hours and contact information. If you have any questions or 
concerns, please feel free to reach out to us. We love our families and want you 
to know that we are still here for you during this time!  
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Third Grade News  

During these uncertain times, the third grade team has 
been collaborating together to help students feel 
confident in their independent learning. We really 
appreciate all the patience and understanding from 
parents as we have moved to online learning. The main 
websites we are using for communication with parents 
and students as a grade level is class dojo and google 
classroom. Please make sure you and your student are 
viewing these regularly. If you or your student are not on 
these sites or need help accessing these sites please reach 
out to your students teacher. We miss seeing all of our 
third graders and look forward to hearing from all of 
you!  

Fourth Grade News  
We hope you all are staying healthy and safe. We are so 
impressed by how quickly you have adapted to our 
virtual learning experience. Many students have been 
participating in their remote learning activities-Keep up 
the good work! Remember to be on the lookout for 
feedback from your teachers as well as important 
updates. We miss seeing our students' faces and being 
surrounded by their energy, but we are thankful to have  
other opportunities to connect during this period away. 
Although these are trying times, this is a wonderful 

opportunity to take learning beyond the 
classroom-Observe nature, come up with 
problems present in your lives and 
strategize solutions, cook with your family, 
learn a new hobby, journal about current 
events and so much more! Please continue 
to reach out if you have any questions and 
thank you for your partnership in your 
child's education.   

Fifth Grade News 
Fifth grade team has been working hard to 
create fun and engaging ways for students 
to continue their learning at home!  Each 
day, students will have one math, one 
reading, and one science assignment on 

Google Classroom.  There will be a total of 
15 assignments each week.  We would love to see 
students participating in 10 or more, but this is a decision 
between students and families.  We understand this is a 
stressful time and want to give students some choice in 
what they do and when they complete it.  All teachers 
are available for phone calls, texts, video chats or emails 
between the hours of 11 am and 1 pm.  We will get back 
to you ASAP outside of these hours.  We hope all 
students and families are staying safe and healthy during 
the quarantine.  Check out the 5th  grade teachers 
having their first team meeting over Zoom. 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS (ELL) 
Hello from home! Our Elementary ELL team is continuing to 
work with classroom teachers to provide second language 
support in online lesson plans.  We are also working on some 
wonderful videos of children's books read aloud in both 
Spanish and English. Keep a lookout for these videos on our 
new school Ed hub website!  We hope that your students and 
families are staying in and staying safe!



PARENT TEACHER ORGANIZATION (PTO) 
Hello Guadalupe Families,  

 All of us from the PTO hope that all of you are 
doing well. We believe it is our schools best interest 
to cancel the events for the remainder of the year 
due to the Covid-19 epidemic. We really wish we did 
not have to cancel but it is the best thing to keep our 
kids families and staff healthy and safe. Although we 
may not been in school we area still looking for 
volunteers for our PTO for the next year if you are 
interested please let Mrs. Patino or one of us know. 
You can message us on our Facebook page GCE 
Parent Teacher Organization. We hope you all are 
able to participate in the upcoming spirit week and 
continue to be safe and healthy during these 
times.             

Thank you from all is us in PTO. 

STAFF OF THE MONTH 
Ms. Yurko, 3rd grade Teacher 

Mrs. Brewington, Instructional Coach 

Specials   

Specials classes look very different these last few 
weeks! We have missed all of our students very 
much! Art, music, PE, library, and Spanish classes 
are all very interactive classes. We are working 
hard to provide families with fun activities that 
they can complete together. We hope students 
are taking this time to show parents the Specials 
class they excel at and the Specials they could 
use more help in.  

In library classes, k-2 are continuing to read 
whatever books students have in their home. 
We’re continuing to learn through asking 
questions through investigating topics that 
interest us independently. 

Students that have library books checked out are 
encouraged to continue reading as much as 
possible. Remember to keep them in a safe 
place. We love our books!  

Please feel free to reach out to the 
specials teachers!  



Note from Nurse Denise
I know this is a tough time to digest what's going on in the world and there 
is a lot of information out there that can also cause some confusion.  I've 
included some helpful information and tips to stay safe and healthy.  If you 
have any questions or concerns, please contact me 
at dbillaci@guadalupecenters.org.  


Steps to protect children from getting sick

• Clean hands often using soap and water or alcohol-based hand sanitizer

• Avoid people who are sick (coughing and sneezing)

• Clean and disinfect high-touch surfaces daily in household common areas (e.g. 

tables, hard-backed chairs, doorknobs, light switches, remotes, handles, desks, 
toilets, sinks)


• Launder items including washable plush toys as appropriate in accordance with the 
manufacturer’s instructions. If possible, launder items using the warmest 
appropriate water setting for the items and dry items completely. Dirty laundry 
from an ill person can be washed with other people’s items.


Children may present with mild symptoms


The symptoms of COVID-19 are similar in children and adults. However, children with 
confirmed COVID-19 have generally presented with mild symptoms. Reported symptoms in 
children include cold-like symptoms, such as fever, runny nose, and cough. Vomiting and 
diarrhea have also been reported. It’s not known yet whether some children may be at higher 
risk for severe illness, for example, children with underlying medical conditions and special 
healthcare needs. There is more to learn about how the disease impacts children.


• Limit Social Interactions: The key to slowing the spread of COVID-19 is to limit 
contact as much as possible. While school is out, children should not have 
playdates with children from other households. If children are playing outside their 
own homes, it is essential that they remain 6 feet from anyone who is not in their 
own household. 

• Practice Social Distancing: Avoid large and small gatherings in private places and 
public spaces, such as a friend’s house, parks, restaurants, shops, or any other 
place. This advice applies to people of any age, including teens and younger adults. 

• Clean Hands Often: Make sure children practice everyday preventive behaviors, such 
as washing their hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. This is 
especially important if you have been in a public place. 

• Travel Plans: Cancel travel plans if they included non-essential travel. 

  Remember, if children meet outside of school in bigger groups, it can put everyone at risk!
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Help children continue learning


Stay in touch with your child’s school.

• Many schools are offering lessons online (virtual learning). Review assignments from 

the school, and help your child establish a reasonable pace for completing the 
work. You may need to assist your child with turning on devices, reading 
instructions, and typing answers.


• Communicate challenges to your school. If you face technology or connectivity 
issues, or if your child is having a hard time completing assignments, let the 
school know.


Create a schedule and routine for learning at home, but remain flexible.

• Have consistent bedtimes and get up at the same time, Monday through Friday.

• Structure the day for learning, free time, healthy meals and snacks, and physical 

activity.

• Allow flexibility in the schedule—it’s okay to adapt based on your day.


Consider the needs and adjustment required for your child’s age group.

• The transition to being at home will be different for preschoolers, K-5, middle school 

students, and high school students. Talk to your child about expectations and 
how they are adjusting to being at home versus at school.


• Consider ways your child can stay connected with their friends without spending time 
in person.


Look for ways to make learning fun.

• Have hands-on activities, like puzzles, painting, drawing, and making things.

• Independent play can also be used in place of structured learning. Encourage 

children to build a fort from sheets or practice counting by stacking blocks.

• Practice handwriting and grammar by writing letters to family members. This is a 

great way to connect and limit face-to-face contact.

• Start a journal with your child to document this time and discuss the shared 

experience.

• My family and I have been working out daily to stay active which is a great way to 

remain healthy physically and emotionally.  YouTube offers many free home 
workouts. Here is one my son enjoys!  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=dhCM0C6GnrY


• Use audiobooks or see if your local library is hosting virtual or live-streamed reading 
events.  


• Mr. Joseph Pulido offers a great online read along for students. Check him out on 
YouTube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rqMCzxr1FjQ    Kids Book Read 
Aloud | A Germ’s Journey by Thom Rooke


• Pinterest offers many ideas for home activities for kids as well! 

“Caring for Children.” Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 28 Mar. 2020, www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-
coping/children.html?
CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-
ncov%2Fprepare%2Fchildren.html.


Note from Nurse Denise 
continued
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Cafeteria News 



TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT 





Front Office NEWS

School Phone 816-994-0396 
Office Hours 8:00am-3:30pm 

We are here to help you with your questions during these uncertain 
times. We are continuing to answer your phone calls but for now the 

best way to reach us is by email. 

Enrollment questions - Arlin Ortiz arlinortiz@guadalupecenters.org 
Technology or logins/passwords - Elisa Segovia esegovia@guadalupecenters.org  

School general questions - Magaly Medina mmedina@guadalupecenters.org 
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